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the handle of his axe and ties the dead body to his sledge. In a few minutes more the trap is re-set, and so covered with snow that it is almost impossible to tell that anything is there.
During the winter and early spring the trapper stores his furs, but when the ice begins to melt he sets off to carry his goods to one of the stations belonging to the Hudson Bay Company. From trapping ground to trading post is often a hundred miles or more. Sometimes five or six men travel together and pick up their wives and children en route. Then the women help to draw the sledge, and the babies are cradled on the bundles of furs.
When they arrive at the station the trapper exchanges the skins. All the bartering is done by reckoning in beaver skins ; so many martens, so many foxes, etc., are equal to one beaver. For each " beaver J? the Indian gets a brass token which he carries to the store. There, for one *c beaver" he can get two fish-hooks or one pound of shot; five " beavers " will purchase an axe or one pound of gunpowder, while a pistol costs ten, a blanket twelve, and a gun twenty-five.
At the post there is a house for the manager with a well-kept yard and fence, a huge gate, a small garden, and some outbuildings for cows and chickens. At the store there is everything from pork and fish-hooks to sewing machines and gramophones.